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Foreword
In order to fully understand the student experience at Mount Lawley Teachers’ College (MLTC), it is first necessary to focus in on the backdrop of events that were happening at the time. The 1970s was a decade of great economic, political, social, and technological change. It was also a period in Australian following on from world-wide student protest movements seeking to gain real student participation in the governance of higher education.
In 1970-71, when the first and second intakes arrived at MLTC, post-secondary education was mostly only available for the wealthy. Teachers’ colleges, under the auspices of the Education Department, bonded their students. They provided a small stipend, which increased annually throughout the course, but which was below the “dole”. Those from the country also received a living-away-from-home allowance. This made post-secondary education affordable, as students did not have to pay for their education.
However, if after graduation the student did not teach for a time equivalent to the length of their course, they were required to repay the money. The Education Department, organised jobs for graduate teachers and supplied many of them with Government Employees’ Housing Act (GEHA) accommodation in country areas. Once the Whitlam government brought in free education, the bond money, for those unsuited to teaching, was waived or partially waived.
In the early 1970s, women were still largely just expected to marry and have children in their teens. This trend can be seen within the students in the first and second intakes, who often married during their course or shortly afterwards. It was noted in the 1970 Annual Report that three women had resigned for marriage. At this time, the Department would not accept married women as bonded students and the employment of married women in WA schools was not encouraged. By the second intake, as shown in the 1971 Annual Report, married students, who numbered 11, could continue their course with allowances. It should be noted that in the Education Department, women graduates from the teachers’ s who did resign from teaching to marry had to pay back the ‘bond’ or an amount equivalent to their training stipend.
In 1964, the National Service Act introduced a scheme of selective conscription in Australia, designed to create an army of 40,000 full-time soldiers. Many of them were sent on active service to the war in Vietnam. Despite there being a greater number of women to men in primary teaching, male students going to Mount Lawley Teachers’ College, in 1970, could be conscripted. Any of the 42 males in first intake were at risk. However, should they have been conscripted, they would have been allowed to complete their Teaching Certificate, and then sent to Officer School.
In May 1970, more than 150,000 people participated in a Moratorium march, to protest against Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War. These were the largest street demonstrations in Australia’s history. Popular opinion had turned against the war, and nightly television reports showed graphic footage of the realities of the conflict.
Thankfully, at the end of 1972, Gough Whitlam led the Australian Labor Party (ALP) to election victory for the first time in 23 years. In the first days of government, Whitlam abolished conscription, and ended all military involvement in Indochina, which must have been a great relief for males in the first intake.
The White Australia Policy was finally dismantled by the Whitlam government removed any ethnically specific criteria for evaluating prospective migrants adding to the idea of a multicultural Australia. The early 1970s must be remembered as a time when large liners arrived from Italy, Greece, and the former Yugoslavia. There were also a number of refugees, from World War 11, who came to Australia to make a new life. However, in the early years of MLTC, immigrants’ children were largely Europeans, as evidenced by the surnames of the students of the first two intakes.
As mentioned previously, education was expensive, thus MLTC was a way for the children of the less well-to-do, and immigrants to pursue an upwardly mobile route in their employment. Many of these children, took education seriously and worked hard to achieve a qualification.
At the time of students starting at MLTC, there were not many roles for women.  The main career choices were: hairdresser, secretary, shop assistant, waitress, nurse, librarian and teacher. These roles were the traditional roles ascribed to women. At the time, a woman, such as a teacher, would get considerably less than a man with the same qualifications, working in the same job.
In December 1972, under the new Whitlam government, the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission approved the principle of equal pay for work of equal value. There was also greater support for single parents, for those whose marriage may not have worked out. From June 1973, maternity leave was granted to women employees in the public service.
Whitlam reforms also focused on the area of “self-determination” for Indigenous Australians and land rights. MLTC, started off with two Indigenous students, one of who was Ken Wyatt, a Noongar, Yamatji and Wongi man. Ken went on to teach primary school from 1973 to 1986. In the early 1990s, he moved into leadership roles in Aboriginal education for the Department of Education of WA serving as the Director of Aboriginal Education. He later became the Minister for Indigenous Australians.
Another Aboriginal student, who was enrolled in the third intake was Colleen Hayward. She ended up as the head of ECU’s Centre for Indigenous Education and Pro-Vice-Chancellor. Her father was the first Aboriginal teacher then Principal in WA.
Because of the lack of knowledge of how to teach in Aboriginal children more effectively in schools, the Whitlam government granted a large amount of money to be spent rectifying this issue.
Other major changes in the early 1970s included: the dropping of the drinking and voting age to 18, and the sexual revolution, due to the availability of the contraceptive pill. With education fees abolished, university became available for everyone, so students from MLTC could add to their qualifications if they wished to do so. When MLTC changed to WA College of Advanced Education, it was possible to undertake additional courses such as a Post Graduate Diploma of Intercultural Studies, which focused on Aboriginal and migrant education.


Chapter 1 – The first day at Claremont
For many of us, no matter how our teaching and educational careers evolved, our three years at Mount Lawley Teachers College were significant, very social, thoroughly enjoyable and still indelibly etched in our minds.  Friendships were established and kept for decades. Many graduates would fundamentally shape and impact the lives of thousands of children they taught or interacted with. Others would go on to become key members of our government agencies and communities making a difference and “the world a better place for kids.”
Those that were 1970 Foundation Students are now in their 70s and the students that followed in 1971 – 1973 are now mostly retired. Our years at college came at a time in our lives when almost all of us were just seventeen years of age. A few were mature age students and an even smaller number were parents with the skill and experience of managing children in a family environment.
Our story starts with everyone gathered at Claremont campus on the first day of term. We were given relevant information about the various campuses and courses. By the end of the session, we were first allowed to select, which teachers’ college we preferred, after which there was further sorting to ensure that each teachers’ college would have the correct allocation of students. From this point, students went by car or bus to their allocated campus.
Student thoughts about day one
In her first year, 1970, as teacher trainee, Sue Smith remembers: “prospective students in the intake for teaching (primary) meeting at Claremont Teachers College campus were milling around in some confusion and bewilderment, looking for others who we knew. We were then directed to form three lines depending on which campus we wished to attend and then by home location. Having initially opted for Graylands, I was soon moved to the Mt Lawley line for which I am now so grateful”.
Ian Francis said: “I wasn’t really that keen on teaching when I first left school and took a couple of years to make it to MLTC.  I chose MLTC because it was closest to home and it was newer.  My sisters had both been to Graylands so I thought somewhere different would be good”.
Ruth Shean:
“We were all corralled at Claremont Teacher’s College. It was explained to us — outside because we were a large group — that there would be two- year training intakes and three-year training intakes. I thought carefully about this and decided if I was ever going to upgrade to something else, it made sense to do the longer course. Whole groups of us were then directed to MLTC and off we set, in a range of available cars”.
Bobbie Smith 1971:
“I chose Mt Lawley Teachers’ College as it was close to my childhood home in Yokine, plus it had continuous assessment and no exams… fantastic”!
Neil (Robert) Kidd 1971: 
“Why MLTC? – well the 2-year course was going to finish and we sat on the lawn at Claremont and were put into groups … I’m not sure whether they told us that M.L.T.C. hadn’t been fully built at that stage …
I listened to an address at Applecross Senior High School in 5th year where they said they wanted a very large number [2/3 or 70%?] of the successful Leaving candidates to become teachers. It didn’t change my mind as I had planned to become a teacher since I was 10 years of age”!
Rivka Finley 1971:
“I remember the first day at Claremont. There were a number of people milling around, and some boring speeches. I looked around and didn’t see anyone I knew, so I felt very alone. At the end they spruiked Mt Lawley. I didn’t like Claremont and Graylands looked pretty grim, so for me there was no choice. It was also convenient for me to get to MLTC, as my parent worked in the city and I only needed to catch one bus. I joined the small line of people, who elected to go to Mount Lawley. After that there was a selection, which involved moving people from the other lines into my line.
I believe some students went to Mt Lawley by car, but I didn’t have a car. I believe they arranged a bus for us. The biggest surprise on arriving at Mt Lawley and being put into groups was the number of people, who I went to Applecross High with, who were in my class. They were as follows: Robert Kidd, Claire Pippet, Betty Grainger, Judith Dinham, Sandy King, and Sue Caporn”.
Marjorie Bly 1970:
“On the first day, a group of us from the same high school stayed together during the proceedings. Not many people were choosing MLTC as an option. As soon as one person from our group was assigned to MLTC, the rest of us followed. Mt Lawley chose us”!


Looking back to 1972, Colleen Hayward recalls:
“Having been accepted into teaching, everyone met at Claremont Teachers College, from where we nominated our preference from each of the three primary colleges. Mt Lawley was entering its third-year and Churchlands was in its inaugural year, so that was quite tempting. The real clincher for me was that Mount Lawley’s strategy was continuous assessment rather than big exams, together with the fact that a few other students I knew from high school were also selecting Mount Lawley – it was an easy choice”.
Margaret Harris 1971:
“I was “lucky” to attend as I was one of the very last students to be offered a place at a Teachers’ College. I had not done well in my year 12 exams. I had a phone call about 9am on the Thursday morning before college started. Some students had not taken up their offer. I had to reply by 4pm that afternoon. I am so happy I was given, and then accepted, that opportunity.
When I had completed my year 12 exams, I thought I would not get to Teachers’ College. I had completed year 12 Shorthand and Typing so during January had several interviews with different banks. I was deciding which I would work for. I am so happy that I received that phone call offering me a place. I had, since being very young, wanted to be a teacher.
The next Monday morning – I still remember the large group assembled at Claremont Teachers’ College. I had been advised that I should do the three-year course. So, when having to move to choose where you wished to study, I was not going to choose Graylands. The newest campus MLTC line was the smallest. I chose MLTC because I had grown up in Coolbinia and attended Coolbinia Primary School so knew the area very well. My family had moved out of that suburb when I was in year 10 but it was still the easiest campus to attend. I also felt like I was going back to a very familiar area.
Continuous assessment was so much better for me than exams. When I graduated from MLTC, I was not at risk of not graduating as I really improved during the three years. The exam stress disappeared and I enjoyed the assessments being handed in during the semesters”.


Chapter 2 – The early days
The college at Mount Lawley was not fully functional at the time of the first intake. Accordingly, they were temporarily housed in Bagot Road Subiaco at the Western Australian Education Department In-service Centre. They made do with a double-demountable classroom and any available resources available. It was not until 15th of September 1970, that students moved to Mt Lawley.
Bagot Rd
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The first Mt Lawley College students enrolled for a three-year Diploma of Teaching course commencing in 1970, not at the proposed Mt Lawley site but temporally for the first year on a primary school campus at Bagot Road, Subiaco. Collage was five days per week, eight hours per day.
The first intake of 142 women and 51 men entered the temporary accommodation at the Western Australian Education Department In-service Centre. They used a double demountable classroom, as well as a nearby hall and playing fields. They also used the Education Department Library, as well as libraries of the other three colleges.
In the words of Sue Smith:
“We were the inaugural students we didn’t have any older students to talk to for what to expect, we were naïve students straight out of high school, you lecturers were also new to this teaching diploma – so I think I was a happy guinea pig prepared to see what this 3-year course would involve. You were all very enthusiastic about your courses and I’m sure that enthusiasm flowed onto us. Everyone helped/supported each other.
The lectures at Bagot Road were all a very new way of learning, sitting at those chairs with a side flap to write on was novel, having to be out of the Centre by 4pm because of the after-school courses for teachers were happening was what we did, the semester system was how we were going to learn and no exams – just a continuous assessment program – very different to what we’d had at high school.
Bagot Road also had some advantages as indicated by another student:
Being located in Subiaco we were able to shop, have lunch or wander around the town during breaks or free periods. I remember buying my first outfit with my own money from a small boutique in the main street of the shopping precinct.
The Bagot Road buildings were not very extensive, but were able to accommodate the first-year intake of students and the foundation staff. For the time we used these premises, staff and students shared spaces and developed a very communal, friendly and relaxed atmosphere.  Some lectures would take place in the gardens or in the little church within the grounds.  Art theory tutorials frequently took place in the small church or in the outdoors if the weather permitted.  This enabled a strong bond between the students and between students and staff to develop”.
John Oliver began his teacher training in 1970, again, not at Mt Lawley but at the old Subiaco Primary School in Bagot Road.  “I was allocated to Mt Lawley because my temporary home was in Bayswater.  We had no information about the courses, though we knew we were enrolling for a 3- year education diploma compared with the 2-year certificate course at Graylands or Claremont. In that first year the lecturers did their best to overcome the constraints of the temporary site and we did things like a week’s camping on Rotto and excursions to the new building site at Bradford Street where we helped to establish the grounds and gardens. The temporary campus at Subiaco meant catching a couple of trains each day and a couple of kilometres of walking at either end until I managed to purchase my first motorbike, a Honda CD175”.  John took leave from teacher training in1971 and resumed in 1975, completing in 1978.
Ruth Collett recalls: “those attending Mt Lawley met at an Education Department building in Bagot Road, Subiaco, a building used for other purposes in the evening. Our days started at 9.00 in the morning and finished about 4.00pm. Being located in Subiaco, we were able to shop, have lunch or wander around the town during breaks or free periods”.  Meanwhile, the new Mt Lawley Campus was under construction on the corner of Alexander Drive and Bradford Street.
The Bagot Road buildings were not very extensive, but were able to accommodate the first-year intake of students and the foundation staff.  For the time we used these premises staff and students developed a very communal, friendly and relaxed atmosphere.   Some lectures would take place in the gardens or in the little church within the grounds.
Marjorie Bly:
“During the months at Subiaco, I remembered not the classrooms but the little church hall with the most amazing atmosphere, down the long path, and the lovely lush council gardens surrounding the school. We shopped in Rokeby Rd during lunch times, when it was a fascinating street full of interesting boutiques and shops. We also enjoyed the early winter morning starts at Rosalie Park for PT/sport”.
MLTC
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On the 15th of September 1970, the south wing of the main teaching and administration block of the new building was ready for accommodation. Spaces were cramped and staff had to share offices. Lectures were conducted in temporary locations and some lecture rooms were used for the college office, library, bookshop and student government.
As Terry Watt reminisces: “After six months at Bagot Road In-Service Centre Mt Lawley Teachers College’s main building was complete and “in our hundreds we came”. We arrived in Minis, Morris Minors, Austin Lancers, Volkswagens and Holdens. Some were in psychedelic colours, emblazoned with flowers. Some were equipped with surf board racks but generally our vehicles were conservative with small capacity engines that could run for a week on $2.
Very few were new and most had been purchased as a result of part time employment through our high school years or very recently from a solid two months of work post our TEEs on CBH’s wheat bins, teaching swimming, attending service stations or working as retail assistants. Some were provided by parents to assist in the process of getting through three years of academic commitment.  Most of these cars had a value of under $1,000.
There was however, a sparkling new purple GTR XU1 Torana that was the property of a country student from an exclusive livestock breeding farm south of Margaret River that stood out from all other vehicles including those owned by staff members.  One of these staff vehicles that one never parked too close to was a classic Jaguar owned by David J Hough, senior member of the Drama department”.
Initially, the campus was a barren, sandy area with very few trees for shade and little vegetation, as gardens had yet to be established. However, the buildings looked amazing and impressive. They stood out among the traditional architecture of the Mount Lawley community. By 1971, the college population comprised first and second year students only.
According to Neil (Robert) Kidd (now an environmental artist): “The site had been a swamp, a rubbish tip and the Scadden pine plantation; so many lecturers had interesting collections of artifacts such as ceramic containers, dolls and glass bottles”.
Sue Smith: 
“When staff and students initially moved in, the building was still largely under construction and the eastern end of the ground floor was completely open. The section being used was painted, carpeted and furnished.  Rich purple carpet and modern tables and purple and chrome chairs. However, we all returned one Monday morning to discover that over the weekend someone had taken advantage of the open construction site and had carefully removed the wide purple carpet for the passageway by cutting it at each doorway and rolling it up and removing it, along with a selection of comfy chairs and tables!  Someone now had a uniquely styled home”!
Ian Francis said: “It proved to be a great three years with a structured timetable and strong prac expectations, in all enabling us to grow up a bit – fantastic fun too with a great group of people, many of whom have remained lifelong friends and colleagues. As I look back, none of us had a lot of money so we were all in the same boat. Campus life involved, sports and other clubs, for me particularly hockey – I was captain and coach of our hockey team for two years and sports president in my final year.  In that same year, 1974, we won the 1D premiership, beating Curtin University. Campus life improved in my final year when the Ref and Gym were finished”.
Ruth Shean:
“In the first few days, we were sorted into class groups, ours being primarily students who had matriculated in maths and science. I think that the intent behind this was to offer us a place at STC/UWA to convert to high school maths and science teachers. I recall that at least one of our classmates did this — Clive Choate.
I was happy to keep going on the MLTC pathway. I was really enjoying the course, and liked the fact that I could work flat out while I was there but do my extra-curricular activity such as music and yachting during other times. Looking back, I think we were well taught for a whole range of classes and circumstances, down to Jean Farrant who taught us how to conduct a choir with either a tennis ball or darts action! This came in handy when I later became a music teacher.
The bonding arrangements suited me, because I felt that I would need to teach for at least three years to earn some money and gain experience. And I loved kids, and believe in the teaching profession. I had some excellent teachers of my own at primary and high school. These teachers were great role models for this profession and my own teaching career”.
Neil (Robert) Kidd:
“We didn’t know that M.L.T.C. was different from other teacher’s colleges as it was the only one we knew. Having been in contact with this project team I can now appreciate that it was different. More than just air conditioning, continuous assessment and a new building”!
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“We had a G.L.O. for each ‘class’ – Group Liaison Officer. Ours was Margie Tyrer and she was good-natured and very reliable”.
As an aside, a G.L.O. was a person from each group, with the responsibility of passing messages from the administration to the class. There was even a G.L.O. box in the main foyer to facilitate this. G.L.O.’s from each year had regular meetings with the student council and by this means, students’ views could in turn be directed back to the MLTC administrative body.
Neil (Robert) Kidd:
“Photo-copying was a big expense on our $18/19 dollar/week student allowance! My first school didn’t have one … but we fund-raised for it!
I was overwhelmed by the ratio of girls to boys, something in the vicinity of 7 to 1. I made some amazing friendships at MLTC and have a couple of my former peers, who I still keep in contact with. I enjoyed the ‘get together’ organized by the alumni over a decade ago where I caught up with Marg Harris (nee Saunders) and some of those who had gone on to alternative career pathways; like Bill McKenzie of Kalgoorlie”.
Looking back to 1972, Colleen Hayward recalls:
“Up to my third year, we barely had adequate student amenities in Building 3.
But in 1975, the Ref was up and running – until then, just one sandwich machine for the college, filled once a day. 
I absolutely loved my time at Mount Lawley in every regard.  There was never a day when I doubted what I was doing or why I was there.  The student bond was really strong. Importantly, there was a confidence about our futures because everyone knew they’d have a job at the end of their studies”.
Environment and facilities
Initially, the campus was a barren, sandy area and the new campus was somewhat primitive. Looking back on it, the only functional building was Building 3, which came to an abrupt end, like a gaping sore. Beyond this were weeds, which students laboured to remove; and sand in which they planted shrubs and trees, which are here to this day. There was a food dispenser, which produced somewhat stale sandwiches, crisps and confectionary as well as a drink dispensing machine.
As recalled by Ruth Collett:
“The community feel and spirit was maintained by that initial intake of students throughout the years of our course. Events such as the landscaping of the front street verge and surrounding areas of the new buildings built strong bonds. All students and staff spent a complete day planting, digging, mulching etc to establish the initial gardens, which are still seen today. Len McKenna organised choosing, purchasing and planning this venture. I now tell my grandchildren as we pass the Bradford Street corner that my friends and I helped plant the huge trees and bushes back in the early 1970s.
Camps at Rottnest and other venues further fostered our bonds, friendships and collegiality throughout our teacher training”.
Gail Gadeke Martin 1971-73, (with input from Susan Batten Dalby 1971-73, and Helen Gaye Hassell - Moses 1970-72).
“There was a tip cleaning area between the college and Mt Lawley High School and we collected and sorted bottles for recycling. There was a massive tree planting in the college grounds as there was no oval and this was Sports activity. Purple Carpet. When the 1970 cohort moved in, in September, the whole college’s purple carpet had been stolen. Friday lunch was at Dianella Tavern, as there was no canteen. We often never went back for afternoon lectures”.
Bobbie Smith:
“I helped plant the initial trees on the site”.
Ruth Shean:
“Of the standout events at MLTC, I am almost ashamed to say that the one thing that sprang to mind was the establishment of the coffee shop! When we came back from long-term prac in 1973, there was a coffee shop on campus. We all quickly became coffee junkies. Because we were all doing different things course-wise, we would meet in the coffee shop daily and exchange news. But there were other similarly important developments. The new lecture theatre was a huge attribute to the college although by the time that was built, we were mainly into small group lectures and learning. I certainly appreciated it when studying for my B. Ed. When we started at MLTC, the Bradford Street building was by no means complete. Indeed, the only playing fields were in the park over the road. I remember us all planting trees early on. I am delighted to see that these are still standing — around the car park off Bradford Street”.
Rivka Finley:
“When I got to MLTC, there was a single building (building 3), with an open-ended quadrangle. I remember weeding that open end and wondering why they didn’t employ someone to do this. In retrospect, this was a bonding exercise, as you get closer sharing the misery of it all. Did I mention that I detested weeding? We also planted the trees and shrubs, now in existence, on Arbor Day, under the auspices of Len McKenna (naturalist and science teacher).
In 1971, there were no real facilities. There was a drink/food dispenser in the foyer, where you could buy a stale egg and lettuce sandwich, or a packet of crisps, if you didn’t bring lunch or drive. Those fortunate, with a car could go to Cannela’s on Walter Rd or the Dianella Plaza for a more substantial lunch.
Physical education took place across the road at a small park (now called Ron Stone Park), with a lake. We used the outside changerooms, that butted onto the front carpark. I had to resist the urge to change on the way to the park, to save time. For swimming, we went to the Inglewood (Terry Tyzack) pool. I was not greatly into some of the Phys Ed requirements. I was particularly useless at duck diving and diving from a diving board. Thankfully, my good friend Robert (Neil) Kidd had a car and the ability to talk my shaky legs into walking the plank, as it were. I did manage to attempt dives from this board, but remembered some spectacular belly flops. I am not sure that I ever managed a proper dive, like Robert, but thankfully my duck diving and diving skills, allowed me to scrape a pass for Phys Ed”.
Marjorie Bly:
“The college was the quintessential building site during those early years. I remember becoming a labourer and helping to fill the garden beds with compost and plants under Len McKenna’s watchful eye. The mystery of the missing carpet, as has already been noted by several students. The thieves must have been wearing sunglasses when they took it”.
Chapter 3 – Our mentors and our studies
Ian Francis: “We had some great lecturers. Jack Bana was a source of inspiration as was Bruce Sinclair and Jill Westwood.  Len McKenna was a wizard”.
Ruth Shean:
“I have very fond memories of many lecturers, chief among whom was Sybe Jongeling. Mr Jongeling was a superb lecturer, with a dry sense of humour and an enduring belief in our capacity. Others for whom I had tremendous admiration included Lew Eborall, Len McKenna and Addy Hayes — later Addy Carroll. Addy was a compassionate phys. ed. lecturer for us, and especially welcomed by me for whom my academic strengths did not include phys. ed. I remember Addie teaching us the song Bingo and despairing — with good humour — at the folk dancing capability of us all, but especially one classmate who could not skip! Most of all, I remember swimming lessons with Addy at the Inglewood pool. We had to do various strokes and other things to pass swimming. The only one that filled me with utter terror was the diving board dive. A dive for me — a good Aussie kid — was to jump in the water holding my nose. The compromise — jumping from the 3m diving board holding my nose. I am eternally grateful to Addy for this gesture. She remains a friend to this day”.
Bobbie Smith:
“I undertook Music studies with the very dedicated Jean Farrant who organised and inspired our intimate Recorder Ensemble. Due to Jean’s positivity and role modelling, I later became a Primary Music Specialist and excelled with my Recorder Bands, Ensembles and Consorts in many of the schools throughout my teaching career. I had the privilege of performing in our Recorder Ensemble at Colin Kenworthy’s wedding. I really appreciated the depth of knowledge & practical instruction I received in my Junior Primary Method course, run by Jean Connolly. She gave me a solid foundation upon which I then built upon & extended my teaching skills over the next 40 wonderful years. I fractured my finger playing footy during phys. ed. Lessons”.
Neil (Robert) Kidd:
“There was a fire drill and those in Film & Television were to record it. There were flashing lights and fake smoke. I recall Colin Kenworthy rushing out then going back to his office to rescue his artworks while I was filming! Colin Kenworthy also once made us wait for him to appear and then surprised us with a grand entrance as we were considering leaving”.

Rivka Finley:
“To work in primary education, you needed to be an all-rounder. Unfortunately, I was not. My mentors were largely in areas, which I was good at. I was in the advanced English group with Glen Phillips, who was an excellent mentor and encouraged us to extend ourselves. He operated out of a big office near Bob Peter, which was very handy for groups to meet. I enjoyed the Oral English crew, particularly Colin Kenworthy, who was a lovely, gentle, creative master of his craft. Despite the squeaky recorders, I really enjoyed working with Alan True and Jean Farrant, who were wonderful.
Maths was never my thing and I ended up in the remedial group, which was absolutely wonderful. I had sat through 5 years of high school maths and could not understand it at all, except the basic operations. In the remedial class, we had a textbook, which broke down all the mathematical concepts and could be worked through at your own pace. There were answers in the back too. As a result of working through this book, many areas of complete incomprehensibility, suddenly became clear.
However, the “new” subject Educational Psychology really engaged me. I remember a film about autism, which I found fascinating. Needless to say, my mentors in this area were Phil Smith (not a popular choice) and Mike Lee. I had many fruitful discussions with Phil Smith and was interested in pursuing a course in psychology. I left for Secondary Teachers’ College at the end of 1971 (as I would have failed Phys Ed), and ended up at WAIT, where I continued with psychology in my English degree. I also found linguistics. Needless to say, I also wished to pursue a career in linguistics. (After the many hours of working on continuous assessment in about eight subjects at a time, the demands of university were inconsequential –a mere 15 hours of contact per week.) Later I attended the Mount Lawley WACAE, which introduced me to another exceptional mentor, in the form of Toby Metcalfe. To make a long story short, this encouraged me to become a Ph. D. of Applied Linguistics”.
Margaret Harris:
“I enjoyed many of classes at MLTC. In particular, I loved physical education and had a great relationship with those staff members. I had thought of leaving MLTC and enrolling in the Secondary Physical Education course for my second and third years of study. Bruce Sinclair convinced me to stay at MLTC. I had gained so much confidence in my abilities to achieve so completed the three years at Mt Lawley. I am still happy that I made that decision. I did become a secondary physical education teacher. Addy Hayes and Brian Churchward were also lecturers, who inspired me to continue with my dream of being a physical education teacher.
I vividly remember one lecture when David Hough arrived late for the lecture – he was never late! He walked in very seriously and impeccably dressed in a dark suit and tie. He then explained in detail why he was late. We all listened intently to his story, and then the punch line. He was a drama teacher and it was all an act. There had not been any major incident which had occurred. We were asked to not inform the other classes.
I loved Education Psychology and many years later completed a Post Graduate Diploma in Social Science (Counselling)”.


Chapter 4 – Student groups
Mount Lawley encouraged student involvement and participation in the running of the college. The Student Council was established as a formal body to deal with student affairs and members of the Student Council were represented on the Courses Sub-Committee, the Publication and Research Committee and Campus Affairs Committee. Students also had a voice in the form of the Mentor magazine, and were actively encouraged to participate in writing articles. This led to the Mentor Cup, in which students also took over.
Council
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John Rice was elected foundation Student President and the first Student Council had been formed – a structure was in place to encourage student leadership, student initiative, perhaps using the regular student news-sheet Mentor as a student-wide stimulus for action. The Mentor reveals that in the early years, student parking, the provision of a college canteen, the purchase of a college bus, and drinking alcohol at functions, all received attention by the Student Council. The Council also organized successful ‘dinner and dance’ functions to strengthen awareness of the Mt Lawley college community amongst college students.
Bobbie Smith:
“I was the President of Societies”.
Neil (Robert) Kidd: 
“I was on the student council for the three years I was there. I recall that Hugh Morrison was our president. I think his girlfriend may have been societies president or secretary.
My ex-wife Bobbie Kidd (Smith) was Societies President … and there was an issue with Liquor Licensing at one of the social events that was very stressful for both of us. I’m sure the reason we are not in the graduation photo collage is that we were busy behind the scenes”.
The Mentor
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	Photo ECU:  – Mentor



The fortnightly student newspaper, ‘Mentor’ established by students in 1970 confirms this positive, participative mood by students at Mt Lawley.  The Mentor ‘though accepting all copy’ in its early years did not print any criticism of the administration, the education program, or teaching by the Mt Lawley College staff. For their part, the college staff were conscious  that they were, launching something new, special and largely untried.  Thus in 1970 after only one semester the social studies staff conducted a self-appraisal of social studies course content and its delivery revealing perhaps some concern amongst college staff that the students were too passive, too accepting.
The Mentor was situated in the last corridor of Building 3, and it was a hive of student activity. We would gather in the room allocated and brain storm. Joining the Mentor was a great way for people of 1st and 2nd year to mingle.
Neil (Robert) Kidd:
“I helped with the student newspaper “Mentor” which was edited by Les Smith and Bob Buckee in my 1st year and then I became the editor. This was pre-computers and the stencils were printed on a Gestetner; I do recall it having a scanner that cut the stencils though”!
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Mentor Vol. 3 No. 1
“A local senior named Mary was our typist at the student newspaper. She lived across the road and seemed to love the job.
I wanted to print T-Shirts for Mentor and showed the design to David Jones of the Art Department. He told me it was too detailed to cut as a silk screen so I thickened the lines and brought it back. He showed me what to do and I did my first silk-screening”.
The Mentor provided MLTC staff and students with the news, such as Councillor Terry Watt’s proposal to buy a bus, and Neville Blampey and Peter Douglas’s foray into the realm of Parking Inspectorship. 
[image: ]
We also had a Quotable Quotes section, where we would quote people, totally out of context and often in a salacious manner.
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Mentor Cup
‘The Mentor Cup was a great social event and a crazy mixture of management in getting it going. Initially a college administration event, it was mainly run by the P.E. Department, though taken over by students early on.’ As a day from the college program, it served to unite students as a group and provide some fun in the process. The teams involved in the Cup tended to be keen participants competing in good spirit showing how competitive students could be. For those less competitive, just watching and enjoying the fun was OK too.
Neil (Robert) Kidd:
“The Mentor Cup was a fun day at Garret Road Bridge and I recall the Science Department had many ‘secret weapons’ to ensure they won! Mud squirted through bicycle pumps and pack-of-cards sail”.
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	Photo: ECU - Students watching the Mentor Cup



Photo: ECU -  [image: ]Crew of this boat included Bob Peter, Len McKenna and Dick Lamb



Social Life
[image: ]
Photo: Museum of Perth
A popular place for students was the Knutsford Arms. They would often descend on this nearby hotel for a tipple at lunchtime or after finishing up for the day.
In addition to the Knutsford Arms, there were other social events such as this dance, which occurred at the Mt Hawthorn Civic Centre c.1973. These were organised by the Social Committee, of which Bobbie Smith was the president.
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	Photo: Neil Kidd – dance at the Mt Hawthorn Civic Centre c.1973
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	Photo: Neil Kidd – the guys at the dance 








Options
In second and third year, students were given three options in the area of: Teaching, Academic and Personal Development. These options permitted students to select and pursue studies in the various areas, in which they had special aptitude and interest. Some of these options had their own camps, such as the Geology and Sociology camp.
Teaching options focused on subject specific teaching methodologies. The purpose of these units was to provide students with a special teaching strength, which would allow a modicum of specialization, in the primary school.
The academic options were to increase knowledge in specific subjects, which could also include a unit from W.A.I.T. These units were designed to introduce students to formal study of a discipline, with the aim of using this to embark upon further studies, at a later date.
The personal development units were more informal and less curriculum- based units. These options aimed at developing students’ recreational and cultural interests, but underlying this, they could provide a valuable background for the classroom. Some of the personal options included: art/craft, creative writing, dance, theatre arts, film and television, physical education, music, natural science, statistics, home economics, and health and recreation.
Geology and Sociology Camp
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	Photo: Neil Kidd - Len and students with a Jerry Can and funnel on the way to Geology camp
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Photo: Neil Kidd - Len on a geology camp 

Sue Hasleby attended a geology camp in 1972: “We went to Mingenew and dug fossils and lived in a shearing shed. I was from Northampton so I was delighted to head north and meet up with my parents in Geraldton on our last night”.
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	Photo: Neil Kidd – Students with Tony Knight
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	Photo: Neil Kidd – The girls pushing the bus



Sue Hasleby:  I wasn't pushing. On the way back from Geraldton, we came down the Brand highway, which still had some gravel sections. I remember my name being called out - "Sue Hasleby, can you please come to the front?" and I was asked - "how far to Cataby, we're nearly out of fuel?" As I was familiar with the road, I gave a very definitive answer -- "Not far!!!"
Just past Cataby, we stopped at the Lookout. It took a lot of cajoling and pushing to get us all out of the bus and check the view. The camp was at an end and we were all hellbent on just getting home.
Film and TV
Ruth Shean: 

“For all three years at Mount Lawley Teachers College, there were four of us who hung out together — Jo Nieuwkerk, Heidi Gfeller, Kathy Abe and me. We all took our study seriously during weekdays so that our time outside of college hours was our own. Where possible, we worked on group assignments. Lunchtimes were usually spent in the main courtyard, with the four of us working on the latest study project, or chatting about life”. 
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Photo: Ruth Shean – (from left) — Ruth Shean, Heidi Gfeller, Kathy Abe and Jo Nieuwkerk



“Another friend in our group was Loyd Bolgia. The photo above was taken by Loyd, and developed and printed by me. I think we are working — Jo had a notebook on her knee and Kathy has paper in front of her too. This was a common scene — lunchtimes, working in the courtyard. This is immediately through the front doors and into the courtyard behind.

Loyd and I were both part of a film and television elective. Loyd was good fun, and a very handy friend as he was always happy to take photographs as necessary and we’d both develop them later”. 
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Photo: Ruth Shean – Ruth and Loyd special effects


“A group of us students would mess around with special effects, as we have done here. Loyd Bolgia (yes, Loyd is spelled that way) and I played round with some polystyrene to make some simple optical illusions. It wasn’t great photography but it WAS a lot of fun!” The picture of Loyd and me at right angles was probably taken by Ross Mendrik who was also in our film and TV group”.
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	Photo: Ruth Shean – Ruth Shean and Jo Nieuwkerk pretending to be dogs



“The photograph of Jo and me being silly — I think we were pretending to be dogs hence our tongues hanging out”. 

Music
Jeff Brownrigg, became a musician, songwriter, artist and photographer. Jeff always had leanings towards music and had played drums, trumpet and bugles back in high school. By the time he arrived at MLTC, he had a guitar in hand. While he was at MLTC he played gigs in the evening. After graduating, he taught for a while, before becoming a professional musician. You can hear a sample of his work on YouTube.
Bobbie Kidd:
“I remember happily singing some ballads along with Jeff & Sue Ware, in between lessons, in our 2nd year. We girls were harmonising our sox off. They were the good ol’ days”! [image: 🥰][image: 🎶]
Ruth Shean:
“He was a supreme musician. I remember seeing him playing in North Freo — was it at The Stoned Crow, just north of the bridge”?


Clive Choate:
“I remember Jeff at Mt Lawley Teachers College. He was a great musician and I went to a few of his gigs at the time”.
College Camps
In 1970, there were two camps: Point Peron and Rottnest. The program at Point Peron included: nature study, canoeing, games, drama and art. The Rottnest camp included: creative dance and drama, script writing, social study, nature study and sporting activities.
In 1971, for the first semester camp, three M.T.T. buses were hired to transport all students, plus their luggage and sporting equipment to Point Peron.
The second semester camp was on Rottnest, and students travelled on the “Rottnest Islander” for the discounted sum of $2.50 each, while staff received complementary tickets. All luggage and stores were included in the tickets.
The third semester camp was accessed via car-pooling, as was the fourth semester camp at Bickley. The mobile camp to Geraldton was conducted per hired bus from the Swanleigh Boy Scouts and driven by Alan Jones.
There were also shorter weekend camps arranged by car-pooling.
By 1972, there was a single camp planned for first year students, prior to Easter, with a potential second camp in Rottnest in semester two. For students in their second year, there would be two “option studies” camps, such as the geology camp, with Len McKenna.
Clive Choate shares his memories of the Point Peron and Rottnest camps:
“Primary school camps engender lifelong memories. School camps and their organisation were highlighted during MLTC training, with pre-camp planning strategies and the implementation of these with our own cohort. In my cohort intake year of 1971, Brian Churchward and Robyn Arnott from the Physical Education Faculty were the leaders of our Point Peron Camp School, which highlighted the facilities available for a multi-discipline Camp School. Staff from all faculties contributed to camp activities.
Our other camp, on Rottnest Island, saw a different approach which promoted community service, the use of dormitory accommodation at Kingston Barracks, the logistics of supervision on the Island, while balancing recreation and formal learning activities. Bruce Sinclair and Sandra Mohlmann led this approach”.
Point Peron Camp School
The facilities available at a Camp School were explored with financing, catering, student accommodation types, staff supervision logistics and control of students, coordinating of activities and use of recreation time.
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Photo: Clive Choate - Canadian canoe activity off the back beach. (l-r) Kingsley Iddon, Brian Jenkins (white hat), Marilyn Peirce, Roger Baggaley pushing boat 2 with Anne Hetherington in the bow, Roslyn Greatrex, Kathy Abe, Joanna Nieuwkirk, Denise Brown (standing with towel), Ruth Perdie, Peter Ter Steeg, Pat Casey, Sue Hasleby (bow of boat 3), Geoff Jones (pushing end boat), Ruth Shean (2nd from right), Davyn Howard (right).
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Photo: Clive Choate - F Dorm: (l-r) Chris Elliot (became Mayor of Rockingham), Rodger Baggaley, Clive Choate (Antarctic and 7 continents marathon runner), George Swich
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	Photo: Clive Choate - (front) B Dorm: (l-r) Denise Brown, Bobbie Smith, Grace Piccardi (champion 100m runner)




	[image: ]

	
Photo: Clive Choate - Exuberant Roslyn Greatrex at Point Peron Camp



Clive Choate:
“Trainees had to find their own way to Point Peron which I did when I car pooled with Ruth Perdie. After breaking down on the way to the Rockingham Camp, we arrived to join the group being briefed in the Recreation Hall which doubled as the dining room.
After the lunch-break we were thrown into activities which included Canadian canoeing on the ocean boundary, and problem-solving physical activities on the school oval which involved planks, buckets, building a vehicle and transporting it over a gate and other challenges.
Afternoon tea break promoted regrouping and reassignment of tasks where other faculty staff took us to the leeward side of the point to explore science of the ocean, gun tunnels and lookouts, vegetation and animals in the coastal environment, as well as swimming rescues”.
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Photo: Clive Choate - Bruce Sinclair (white hat) conducts a lifesaving activity on the back beach. Anne Hetherington is the only female in the group
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Photo: Clive Choate - Len McKenna (left) telling highly motivated trainees about beach Rosemary — Westringia Zena – Kathy Abe to right with Chris Elliot 



Science legend Len McKenna, while not constrained by his philosophy of the timetable or being on time, entertained with his wealth of knowledge to make science fun.
Student Ruth Shean has never forgotten his talks on beach vegetation in this environment. “His talk at that camp has inspired me forever. Talking about the silk of spiders’ webs, and the gall wasp too.
Len showed us their swollen sections of tree branches, but the beach rosemary was an absolute winner for me, because already it was a smell I knew well. I love Westringias!
Camp organisation and how to run camps successfully provided quite a conduit as we enjoyed the company of our peers at Point Peron Camp School”.
Rottnest Camp at Kingston Barracks
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Photo: Clive Choate -The “Rottnest Islander” 
Bruce Sinclair and Sandra Mohlmann, from the Physical Education Faculty, led this residential camp at the old Army barracks. Logistics were studied on campus and put into practice as we boarded the “Rottnest Islander” at Barrack Street Jetty in Perth. 
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Photo: Clive Choate - Staff Barb Wadley & Sandra Mohlmann board in Perth
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	Photo: Neil Kidd – Singing on the way to Rottnest


While singing on the way to and from camps was normal this boat trip was something slightly different. Bobbie Kidd: “we’re all singing our sox off and thoroughly enjoying ourselves”! Margaret Harris: “we had to be outside singing as the swell was huge!! It kept us from feeling very sick”!!
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Photo: Clive Choate - Arriving at the Barracks
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	Photo: Clive Choate - Community service at the Army beach



Clive Choate:
“Bikes procured, we cycled to Kingston Barracks where a mixture of tasks included community service of cleaning beaches, pulling weeds, dormitory organisation, feeding logistics which included a kitchen roster, and then excursions in science, cycle orienteering, map reading, and plenty of history which included: aboriginal hardship, pilot ships for the tall ships, museum activity, and good recreation activities on the island and at Kingston Barracks”.
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Photo: Clive Choate - Colin Marsh
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	Photo: Clive Choate - Brian Jenkin
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Photo: Clive Choate - Students at Vlamingh lookout



Clive Choate:
“Brian Jenkins took us up to Vlamingh Memorial Lookout for tabletop coordinates and mapping, while Robyn Arnott and Barbara Wadley coordinated cycle group challenges.
One camp at Rottnest taught the whole group a lesson in supervision and an emergency search and first aid, when one of our cohort went missing after the evening meal. Bruce Sinclair and his team set up a search for our student who was medically compromised, but the outcome was successful. It was a real-life situation in handling an emergency which demanded good planning and cool heads. A teaching lesson well learnt”.
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	Photo: Clive Choate - Wayne Clarke, future cricket star
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Photo: Clive Choate - Clive Choate and fire trolley racing Pat Casey



Clive Choate:
“Recreation activities were always popular and taught us the value of staff enthusiasm and participation with the students. Under the Kingston Barracks clock tower and in the Parade Ground, we enjoyed softball, touch rugby, cycling, exploring gun emplacements overlooking the coast, and racing the old fashion fire units”.
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	Photo: Clive Choate - Cycle Orienteering
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Photo: Clive Choate - Bruce Sinclair and Robyn Arnott



Clive Choate:
“Camps and what they offered trainee teachers as a tool for the future instruction and staff-student relationships were seen as very important. Our Mount Lawley College staff presented these experiences well. Camps were educational and enjoyable”.
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Photo: Clive Choate - Barbara Wadley with students 



Some other pictures of the Rottnest camps provided by Robert Neil Kidd, and Terry Watt, are featured below.
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	Photo: Neil Kidd - Girls playing football at Rottnest camp
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	Photo: Neil Kidd - Peter, Coralie, Marie, Bobbie and Marg at Rottnest Camp
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Photo: Neil Kidd - Back: Kingsley Idon, Peter Ter Steeg, Robert Neil Kidd Centre; George Svich, Sue?, Sandy King, Bobbie Smith, Kerry? Front; Leo Kenny 
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Photo: Terry Watt - Bike riding (Maybe identify ppl)



Sporting Groups
Some of the sports at MLTC included: football, hockey, basketball, volleyball, netball and cricket.
Bobbie Kidd: 
“I played hockey and football too. I remember one of the girls crashing onto my left “ring finger” and gave me a green stick fracture. I’ve still got the lump to prove it”!
One of the sports offered was hockey. Ian Francis indicated that he was captain and coach of the hockey team for two years and sports president in his final year. In 1974, His team won the 1D premiership, beating Curtin University.


However, some people took this sport fairly lightly. 
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	Photo: Neil Kidd – Robert (Neil) attacking Bill Reid
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	Photo: Neil Kidd – Bill Reid using the hockey stick as a golf club
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	Photo: Neil Kidd – Bill McKenzie and Bill Reid mucking about



Amongst our student cohort, we had a number of well-known sportsmen. Mick Malone was a former Australian cricketer who, made his first-class debut for WA in 1975. He played in one Test match and ten One Day Internationals between 1977 and 1982. Mick was also a keen football player at college. 
Another of our students, Wayne Clark, also became a cricketer. He made his first-class debut for WA in 1974–75 and replaced fellow fast bowler, Mick Malone, for a game in 1975–76.  However, he was not a regular member of the West Australian team until 1976–77and played 10 test matches and two – One Day Internationals between 1977 and 1979.
Clive Choate remembered: “we had a 1st Yr vs 2nd Yr football game where Mick Malone, Test cricketer and Subi Football Premiership player dominated for 2nd Yrs at CHF! We were creamed”!


Debra Andrew: Between 1975-77, I played hockey, basketball and cricket for MLTC. We used to have a big Sports Dinner with awards.
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	Photo: Debra Andrew – Sport competition 





One of the more unusual sporting events was the ‘Fair Go” run against the WA Fire Brigade.
Clive Choate provides the following:
MLTC students were part of the ABC TV series “FAIR GO” in 1971
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Photo: Clive Choate - (Pairs front to back) Rex Starling & Chris Rae, Clive Choate & Terry McNeill, Nik Djukic & Bob Ford, Terry Watt & Terry Coumbe, Ross Romeo & John Coccaro



Clive Choate:
“MLTC Student Teachers run on during the opening ceremony in their contest with the WA Fire Brigade. The competition was held at Hale School pool and involved many different challenges: Putting up a tent blindfolded, surf reel races in the pool, obstacle races with a wheelbarrow and more. Young journalist Drew Morphett, who later became famous with AFL calling, hosted the competition”.
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	Photo: Clive Choate - Obstacle course with wheelbarrow – Commentator Drew Morphett on the right





Chapter 5 – The journey
The Mt Lawley Teachers College story is essentially a story of the coming of age. For the most part, the students were post war babies. Mostly they did not come from money and often, were the first in their families to be afforded a tertiary education. Tertiary education, before Gough Whitlam, was too expensive for most. There were a lot of women in the course, partially due to the fact that there were few professions open to women at this time. Students were given a small stipend and bonded to the Education Department for three years. If you did not teach for the requisite number of years, you were expected to pay part or all of this money back. These are some of the thoughts of the students of this time.
Ruth Shean:
“While we weren’t pub attendees at lunch time, we did enjoy the greater freedoms which went with post-school studies. Some lecturers regarded us as school kids — which we pretty much were — but others were very encouraging of our transition to a tertiary environment.
I have mentioned that we were generally a diligent group. When we did sewing, we were all required to prepare samples of knitting, crochet and embroidery. Most of us had done sufficient of this at school to be proficient, but set about dutifully working on our samples, often during other lessons. It is not difficult to sew, knit or crochet while listening. This became very popular, until large groups of students would happily proceed with their stitching work during all sorts of lectures. After a while, there was a polite request that we desist from such behaviour. I believe that some lecturers felt that we were not giving their topic our full attention.
There was a group of us girls who hung our together — Heidi Gfeller, Cathy Abe, Jo Nieuwkerk. I was of the view that if we worked as hard during the day as we possibly could, we would have more time to do the things that we wanted to do after hours. So, we were frequently found working together, during lunch times and other breaks. We were a collaborative team who worked really well together on grouped class assignments. 
We would divide up the research, go off and do our own pieces of work, bring it back together and work out how best to join it up, then someone would write it up in a single hand. I don’t think that I ever had to do the handwriting, because I was as bad at writing as I was good at grammar. It was round about this time that I realised my study would be well served by my learning to type. 
By the time I left MLTC, I was a proficient if unorthodox typist. To this day, my typing is still unorthodox, but fast and reasonably accurate.
We all did different majors so in our third year we didn’t share all of our class time together, but still hung out with each other for the most part. Add to that, we were all away the full term of long-term prac at the start of third year (1973 for us) so all the friendship groups broke up a little. 
I did music and photography. I was already a pianist, but enjoyed recorder work and joined a recorder consort — for a brief period. I was not a talented recorder player because I never managed a mellow tone”.
Bobbie Smith:
“I met and married the father of my two daughters, before our first teaching post in Pemberton”.
Neil (Robert) Kidd:
“After three hectic years at MLTC we (Bobbie and I) thought a country posting would be a bit more relaxing but we were called upon to run the inaugural Karri Karnival at Pemberton in our first year out”!
Ruth Collett:
“We were of the opinion you didn’t question why we had to do something – we just did as we were told.  We didn’t have a course or people to compare the Mt Lawley course with.  In hindsight I think we had the best 3-year course ever. It covered the important theory we needed but also a practical component, which meant we were very well-prepared teachers in our first year out. I’m not saying we knew everything, but we had a lot of resources to draw on. Teacher support in the early 70s was not in the schools and you were really on your own. Today’s student teachers are getting all theory and very little practical at uni – then struggle in the first few years in the classroom”.
Marjorie Bly:
“At the time there didn’t seem to be many career options open to women and one had to choose a career path so early. We generally had a choice of teaching, nursing, hairdressing, secretarial work or maybe becoming an air hostess. I was allocated to the “professional” stream in first year high school so I got to do French and Social Studies B instead of typing and shorthand, eliminating secretarial work as an option. In addition, teaching was a fairly typical career path for members of my family back in the Netherlands so there was some expectation that I would follow suit.
During my time at Mt Lawley Teachers College, the legal drinking age dropped from 21 to 18 in 1970, so timely! There were Friday group lunches at the Knutsford Arms, with fellow students. Alcohol may have been drunk at these lunches and the following art lessons may have been enlivened by the predictable results, including fairly vague and incomprehensible answers to questions about the theory of art. Not sure if Mr McDiven ever cottoned on.
I remember the all-night assignment writing sessions after an active social life and still being functional the next day at college, or at least believing I was. I couldn’t do that now.
As a mechanic’s daughter I drove an old Vauxhall Victor that was always breaking down, usually at the most inconvenient moments. There was never a lack of students to ask for a push, though.
I existed, quite well I might add, on the $16 per week education allowance. The continuous assessment was so welcome after the stress of the previous year’s angst over the Leaving and Matriculation exams. Some of the other highlights of my time at Mt Lawley included: trying to learn the recorder with no musical talent. I usually ended up with the triangle during group music sessions. I liked the guitar playing option much better! I wasn’t any more talented but it didn’t sound as bad.
There was also a week-long geology trip in 1971, looking for and finding fossils, with Len McKenna. There was a sociology session based around ‘nature or nurture?’ and all the research up to that date couldn’t answer the question. It still resonates with me now for some reason. There was hearing about the possibility of being posted to Widgiemooltha if we didn’t study hard enough!
I remember watching drivers slipping and sliding around the oil slicks on the RAC driver training course at the rear of the college, on the other side of Central Ave. But above all, I remember doing my long prac at Como PS and discovering the teacher of my grade 5 class to be Miss Marsh – Fred or Colin’s sister. She looked very stern but was a great mentor”!


Demonstrations
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Demo Notes pdf




A radical change to the demonstration lesson organisation was introduced at the end of 1970. Instead of confining demonstration lessons to one or two schools, a pattern was adopted, based on the individual teaching strengths of the area. Ten schools participated in the scheme. Sue Hasleby indicated that some of these demonstration schools were: Mirrabooka, Yokine, Coolbinia, Tuart Hill, West Morley and Sutherland Street. Sue also provided examples of some of the notes she took. You can see these by clicking on the pdf.
The demonstration schools and 60 teachers participated to provide a more flexible pattern of lessons, a greater variety of teacher behaviour, less stress for participating teachers and generally fewer disruptions to the normal activities of the schools, teachers and pupils. A single demonstration lesson was conducted at each instance, which allowed for discussion and follow up micro teaching lessons.
In addition, this was bolstered up by the development of a CCTV system. The first stage of this CCTV system was completed in May, 1971, and the first video recording was made at MLTC, in June, using students from Coolbinia Primary. Shortly afterwards, this was followed by the first “outside” recording of a demonstration lesson made at West Morley Primary.
From 1971, Demonstrations were renamed “Teaching Workshops” and were conducted for everyone, one morning per week at a nearby school. These were general in nature, rather than specific. Their structure was a demonstration lesson followed by micro-teaching exercises with children at the school. On return to MLTC, there was a methods workshops and teaching peer groups with or without instant video replay.
Clive Choate:
“We met at many nearby schools to observe lessons after which we sat down with the teacher who talked about the presentation. To facilitate this, two trainees would supervise the teacher’s class.
We observed a variety of lessons. One that stands out was quite a failure, but a good learning experience. The teacher of the Grade 7 class was explaining Pythagoras formulae. He had prepared well with squared graph paper and obviously gone to a lot of effort. But he’d made a mistake in the size of the squares and the length of the hypothenuse! His demonstration just did not work.
Under pressure, he couldn’t work it out as he taught the class in front of a dozen trainees spread around the room. In our evaluation he was flustered and didn’t have the answers. But our college lecturer broke the ice during the debrief and reinforced that not every lesson goes well! As we found out later in life! It was a good lesson for us.
One time at a demonstration lesson day, I along with Patricia Casey of our 1K group, was left behind to supervise the Grade 1 class after observing a lesson. The children had great activities to work on while their teacher discussed the presentation with the other trainees, in the conference room.
It was a cluttered but stimulating classroom with many displays and posters, and the students were diligent and highly motivated in busy work and enthralled by our supervision. There were kids at their desks, on the mats, quite a large class too. I felt quite bad when I accidently trod on one of the tiny Grade 1s and made her cry!!
We enjoyed teaching demonstration mornings. The variety was motivating and presenting teachers were very dedicated. It was a valuable part of our training.
As we gravitated back to college in Bradford Street, we also enjoyed a further “debrief” at the Knutsford Arms which was our local watering hole for MLTC trainees”!
Rivka Finley:
“Every week or second week, we would go to a nearby school and watch a teacher. We dissected this on our return. I remember one morning, after I had recently received my drivers’ licence. I had gone across the Freeway around 7ish in the morning, as I was not confident of my driving. I waited in the MLTC carpark, but it was virtually empty. Then, I remembered that we had a demo that morning. I tried for ages to cross the road from Bradford St hill to Alexander Drive, despite the lights. When I finally achieved the required result, and went to put the car into second gear, I found that it was in second gear”.
Micro teaching
This was to be an identifying feature of Mount Lawley Teachers College that differed from Graylands, Claremont and Secondary Teachers Colleges. In fact, the architecture of the college was built around it.
Practicums
The Prac Department had a fluctuating staff population. This was largely due to the fact that MLTC was under the auspices of the Education Department of Western Australia, and therefore various teachers were seconded to this department for periods of 2-3 years. The constant in this arrangement, in the first four years, was Alan Jones, who was permanently assigned to MLTC. Lew Eborall was appointed in 1973 and John Love in 1974, and both of these joined Alan Jones as permanent staff until at least 1979.
The use of seconded staff supplied a variety of highly experienced teachers, who excelled in teaching and could impart their skills to the students. This also advantaged the staff involved, as it allowed them to continue employment with the Education Department and apply for promotional opportunities at the same time. Seven years after the opening of MLTC, Terry Watt and Gail Shannahan, two of the original MLTC students were employed in this role.
Before any Prac there was T.P.P.W. also known as Teaching Practice Preparation week. During this time, normal programs were suspended and assignments were arranged to allow students to concentrate on their preparation. The first day was devoted to meeting the staff and discuss the specific requirements of their teacher. Students were also able to receive their lessons a week prior, so they had a greater opportunity to prepare, with the help of MLTC staff.
By 1971, this was amended to T.P.W. or Teaching Practice Workshop. On the first day students visited their allotted school for a detailed briefing by headmasters and training teachers. The remainder of the preparation week was spent on:
· Method workshops with lecturers as resource people;
· Developing detailed lesson strategies;
· Preparing teaching aids and materials; and
· Building confidence and skills.

Teaching practices were important, and we looked forward to the school allocations which came from the basement at MLTC where Alistair Peacock and others presided. They were so important we traded our casual college gear for smart shirt and ties or suits, and the girls dressed up too. 
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	Photo: Clive Choate – Clive Choate on prac



Clive Choate:
I achieved notoriety too on my very first teaching practice. Being keen and enthusiastic, I arrived at the school early, found a good parking place and introduced myself to the staff room where we first assembled. From there we met our supervising teacher and went to their classroom to help ready the day. “Would the owner of car XYZ please remove your vehicle from the car park immediately. You are in the principal’s car park”! I sheepishly stole past the principal’s glares as I reversed my car and let him drive in. How did I know it was his spot? It wasn’t marked, but it was a great shady bay close to the office. I still got an ‘A’ for that practice though!
I enjoyed a teaching practice at Mt Hawthorn Primary with Grade 3s. We were told the principal never visited in the first week to mark us, but as I let the children in to start the day and my first ever lesson, the serious looking principal was the last one I introduced to five rows of desks where the students stood and we exchanged pleasantries. In those days we read the word, put it into a sentence and then gave them time to spell the word in their pads.
Music was always good fun and I entertained youngsters who appreciated my piano, violin, accordion and recorder skills. One of my mates at college was not musical and told Mr True his recorder didn’t work! He agreed, especially when he discovered my mate had drilled another hole underneath it! As I did my music lessons on prac, I had quite a cacophony of music coming from the room, so much so that the principal dropped in unannounced as did a few other teachers. I gave them all percussion instruments to join in! 
Teaching music was fun! One practice saw my supervising teacher really struggling with a music lesson on the recorder. She was out of tune; timing wasn’t too good, she didn’t know the difference between a crotchet and a semiquaver, and it didn’t sound like the tune I could play quite well. But it was a case of saying, “no I’m not too sure about that song” for fear of showing her up! You had to be a little circumspect on teaching practice!
Formal pracs demanded lessons well written up and many nights were spent outlining goals, how we were going to motivate the cherubs, equipment/teaching aids, content, evaluation and so on. Our Lesson Notebooks were closely scrutinised by our supervising staff. 
I did a spelling lesson one time which I prepared meticulously with some interesting teaching aids of articles and cuttings. I highlighted in my lesson planning that they would be encouraged to have a go at difficult words, and not be embarrassed by having a go. Trouble was I spelt “embarrassed” wrong in my lesson book with one “r” and the supervising teacher delighted in crossing it with a red marker”!
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	Photo: Clive Choate - Clive Choate on prac at East Vic Park Primary 1971
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	Photo: Clive Choate - Loyd Bolgia on prac at East Vic Park Primary 1971


Clive Choate:
“We enjoyed our teaching practices. Towards the end of the academic year, we did a third practice where we could request a return to our own Primary School and do a week where we taught, helped, but didn’t have to endure a formal assessment. The hosting school loved the help and I had a wonderful time at Wandarra Primary School (now called Lake Monger) where I was a pupil in the late 1950s, teaching the kids who all knew me quite well. They delighted in calling me “Mr Choate” which was different to our usual exchanges in backyard cricket in our neighbourhood”!


Sue Hasleby: “I did my country Prac at Toodyay and celebrated my 19th birthday there. I have attached a newspaper cutting of this prac from July 1972” (see below).
[image: ]
As you can see from Sue’s newspaper cutting, students did a country prac in their courses. Mark Chambers, a third year student, did his prac in Blackstone. Blackstone is a remote location, east of the Warburton Ranges. It was without formal accommodation or teaching facilities. Students could end up doing a prac anywhere within Western Australia. The photo below, was in the Contact Magazine of Mount Lawley C.A.E, Volume 1, November 19, 1976.
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	Photo Geoff Lovell - Mark Chambers speaking to staff and students about his prac in Blackstone 






Part Time Jobs
Some of our student cohort were from the country, and though they had a living allowance as part of their bond, they needed to work part-time to help support themselves. As classes at MLTC were largely from 8 or 9am to 4 or 5pm, these part time jobs were often in the evening or in the weekend.
National Service
In 1964, the National Service Act introduced a scheme of selective conscription in Australia, designed to create an army of 40,000 full-time soldiers. Many of them were sent on active service to the war in Vietnam. Despite there being a greater number of women to men in primary teaching, male students going to Mount Lawley Teachers’ College, in 1970, could be conscripted. Any of the 42 males in first intake were at risk. However, should they have been conscripted, they would have been allowed to complete their Teaching Certificate, and then sent to Officer School.
Terry Watt was one of the students, who was called up. Thankfully for him and several others at MLTC, who were conscripted, when Gough Whitlam became Prime Minister in 1972, he was opposed to the idea of war and conscription. He ended Australia's involvement in the Vietnam War and withdrew Australia's remaining troops from Vietnam, thus Terry and others never had to go and were acutely aware of their near miss. 
Terry to this day, listens to songs such as: “I Was Only 19” – around his age at the time of conscription and “The Band Played Waltzing Matilda”, both songs with negative vibes of the Vietnam war. 
“So they gathered the crippled, the wounded, the maimed 
And they shipped us back home to Australia 
The legless, the armless, the blind, the insane”. 

Chapter 6 – Off we go
At the end of their course, students were sent out, often rather unready, to the country. They were usually placed in GEHA housing (Government Employee Housing Association). Groups of teachers were placed in the same house and had to do things like chop their own wood and look after themselves.
The GEHA housing was not necessarily the same throughout the state and in some cases none existed. This section talks about the various placements, the housing offered and the experiences of the first year of teaching.
Placements
City
Regional/Country
Margaret Harris:
“I have so many memories of Friday afternoon lectures with Mr Marsh in our final year. Some of our friends would go to the Knutsford for lunch and come back for the lecture. We would drive down to Dianella Plaza for our lunch. Those who had not been to the pub had the task of ensuring they kept quiet in class and were not giggling during the lecture.
I was, like most others, bonded for 3 years. This did not worry me as I had no plans to leave teaching. I actually received 2 offers of a school for my first placement. The first was at a primary school and the second was as a Physical Education teacher at Bridgetown High School. Of course I chose Bridgetown. I was so thankful that Bruce Sinclair, or someone else, had allowed me to be offered a PE teaching career”.

Clive Choate: 
“As a mature age student at MLTC, I loved my time there. I’d spent some years in Sydney playing rugby and working in surveying before returning to my home state of WA. The grounding for teaching and the friendships made at MLTC were excellent. 

Anne Hetherington, Heidi Gfella, Patricia Casey, Ruth Shean, Elizabeth Lutterell, George Svich, Roslyn Greatrex and Roger Baggely were good friends. The rapport with staff in the classroom, on teaching practicums, at camps and other events prepared us well.

After first year, I was invited into the 3PU pathway where I studied the new B.PE degree full time at the University of WA while concurrently doing a Diploma of Teaching at Secondary Teachers College. I missed my friends at MLTC but still loved the teaching side of education.

I married Lynne Bamford, a geology student and maths teacher, whom I met at UWA when I joined the University Athletics Club. Track champion Grace Piccardi would know Lynne who was also a WA 100m champion. Lynne, like Margaret Harris (Saunders), went on in later years to race regularly overseas and was a 100m World Champion in the W40 age group. Marg is a good friend of ours and is still winning Masters’ Australian Titles today!

After 5 years teaching in the city, we transferred to Pinjarra SHS in 1980 where I was Head of PE. The school was a great country school with a rich history of Fairbridge Farm students, local farming children, Pinjarra town kids and Mandurah students finishing their last two years at a Senior High School. I taught PE, Maths and English.

In the early days we taught in gum boots and heavy weather gear as there was no gymnasium. Students were often late to school as the cows or horses got out. The Murray River was just metres from the school boundary and adventure canoeing and bush navigation were subjects. We conducted many camps through the Scarp and in the South-West bush and coastland. 

The annual Senior High Schools Country week, held at McGilivray Oval in Shenton Park, was the sporting highlight of the year. The week-long festival saw us take students who hadn’t been to the City before. Some hadn’t even seen or been on the Swan River.

I remained at Pinjarra SHS for the next 32 years with roles of Head of Department and Deputy Principal. I interacted with many teachers in the Murray District and had numerous friends in both the Secondary and Primary sectors. In retirement now in Mandurah, I meet up with a group twice a week, most of whom were Primary Teachers.

I enjoyed many sporting competitions and interests with teachers, including triathlons around Australia, national canoe marathons and horse endurance events. I competed in the Blackwood Marathon Ironman (solo) race for 25 years straight, adventure races, and MTB events through the Kimberley and Central Desert. At 63 years I ran my first marathon in the sand at Uluru. Three years later I had run a marathon on all seven continents - the first West Australian to complete a marathon on all the continents, where the Antarctica race was at 80 degrees South on Union Glacier in heavy snow and ice. In neg 30oC, our sweat froze as we ran!

While I began my teacher training at MLTC and then transferred to UWA and STC as a 3PU student, I was always very grateful for the wonderful teacher training that got me started. The methods and applications were readily transferable, with a greater focus on teaching and promoting student motivation in so many different areas of learning. 

My life has been rich, thanks to teaching! What a wonderful cohort of staff and students we were lucky to meet.

Fond memories of MLTC”!

Remote/Aboriginal school
GEHA housing
Margaret Harris:
“GEHA housing was in Bridgetown but there were no rooms available for rent. So, I had just turned 20 years of age and drove down to Bridgetown the week before school began. I walked up and down the main street stopping at each shop and asking if they knew anyone who would rent me a room as I was about to start my teaching career. I finally managed to find a room where I stayed for about six months before I moved into a flat near the school. I only stayed one year in Bridgetown as it was very small school and about half the staff were graduands in 1973. I was transferred to Margaret River High School for the next two years. Here I was able to live in a GEHA duplex”.
Robert Kidd:
“After I graduated from Mount Lawley Teachers College with a Sociology award in 1973, my wife and I successfully applied for positions at Pemberton, which was a Junior [District] High School. We had ‘Decided to move to Pemberton while at Mt Lawley Teacher’s College so I wrote a letter to the Director General of Education!’ “I was proud and idealistic and ready to change the world!” 
No house was supplied by the Government Employees Housing Authority (GEHA) but we managed to get a cute little old weatherboard and corrugated iron house to rent on the street behind the pub. The rent was $7 a week and we could book up any hardware we needed at the local hardware shop. We painted some rooms and even had some of my students over one weekend, to oil the outside boards!
In 1976, we were posted to Derby District High School and flew up, while our near new VW Kombi was sent on a truck. The heat was over-whelming and we had to make our way to the GEHA agent for our keys, then onto the school and house. This house was tidy, cyclone proof and just across the road from the school. The back yard was overgrown with Kangaroo Grass, but wisely I had brought up my Dad’s old Victa Lawnmower”!
Rivka Finley:
“After a year in the metropolitan area, I was posted to Katanning, in the wheatbelt area. I shared a house with two other girls, with whom I had nothing in common. My friends lived in a different GEHA house, but it was not possible to swap.
As I was the first person to arrive in my GEHA accommodation, I got my pick of rooms and picked one which had a fireplace or chimney. Either way, I was unused to country living and did not realise that in the wheatbelt area there are lots of rodents, all of which descended into my room.
When I went to bed at night, I could hear the skittering of their claws on the wooden floor and was petrified they would crawl over my face, while I was sleeping. I put down Ratsak, but then I had crazy rats walking around day and night and dying on the floor. In the end, because of the rats, the people I lived with and the fact they didn’t give me my requisite DOT time, I quit and left teaching forever”.


Chapter 7 – Where did we end up and how did MLTC help us?
Students entered Mount Lawley Teachers College, with the intent of teaching primary students. Some transferred to Secondary college to teach secondary students. Some people left teaching and others stayed. This section allows students to indicate where they found their place in the world and if MLTC helped them in their lives and various careers.
Often, the schools posted photos of the new teachers at the school in their local newspaper. This photo shows new teachers to Paraburdoo including MLTC graduates: Bruce Blay, Dianne Blay, Phillis Broadhurst and Kingsley Iddon. You can read more about these teachers in the Trove link, below.
	[image: ]

	Photo: Hamersley News 11 April, 1974 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/214545816



Moved to another institutions part of the way through
Rivka Finley:
“I really loved my year at Mount Lawley Teachers’ College and vowed to return and work there. In the interim, I studied at STC and WAIT and ended up teaching at Mount Lawley Senior High and Katanning. I worked in ESL, but there was no training for this at all, but a big need as many ships from Italy, Greece and the former Yugoslavia, were arriving packed with new immigrants. I was given a series of books called Situational English, and left to my own devices.
The rats and mice in Katanning, curtailed my teaching career. The skills I learned at MLTC put me in good stead to work at Curtin in the ESL section. My materials were authentic and other teachers wanted them and also liked to team-teach with me. I taught ESL at TAFE in Queensland, when I was studying at UQ, as well as designing learning materials for the deaf at Griffith University.
Later, I finally made it back to MLTC, which was then ECU, where I worked for nearly 10 years, in the language laboratories, and ended up doing de facto teaching with staff, using the latest technologies. Before retirement, I did a 7-year stint at Curtin as a webmaster”.
Clive Choate:
“After one year training at the MLTC, there was an opportunity for some to take a different pathway which led to Secondary teaching.

The 2S3 pathway saw students transfer to Secondary Teachers’ College in Hampden Road, Nedlands. The Diploma of Teaching course was completed at STC, but trainees also had an opportunity to enrol at UWA to complete a few University units before starting their teaching career two years later. 

Another pathway was 3PU which gave the trainees an extra academic year. Students who already had a matriculation could go from MLTC to a full-time course at University. The ‘3’ indicated the additional 3 years. This was not a common pathway.

3PU Students enrolled full time at University and concurrently completed the Diploma of Teaching at Secondary Teachers’ College. As well as teaching in Secondary Schools, there was an advantage of graduating with a degree and being placed on a higher salary band.

Bruce Sinclair suggested I enrol in the new PE degree at UWA as a 3PU student. I always wanted to be a primary school teacher, but I was a keen PE student. After completing a B.PE and a Diploma of Teaching, I was appointed to Balga SHS for 3 years and then taught at Melville SHS. 

I joined many teachers who raced from school to make the 4:15 pm lectures which went late into the evening. For the next 4 years after graduating, I was a part-time student completing a Diploma in Education and a B.Ed degree. It was difficult to stay awake sometimes after a busy day at school, and the lecture rooms saw, and heard, a few naps being taken”!

Got married and/or had children
Marjorie Bly
“I never taught formally – I married young and had children early. I did run a pre-school at Cocos (Keeling) Islands for a couple of years when my then-husband was posted there. I’ve also used the skills I learned to develop and present a range of public education seminars over the years.
I found my real calling when I ended up working for the National Archives years later – a perfect melding of my passion for history, archival records and helping people through research and education. (It was my pleasure to run a very successful practicum program for ECU Archives and Information Management students when I became Assistant Director in 2005).
My MLTC years formed a substantial part of that bridge between being a child and becoming a grown up.  The new style of teacher education, a new building, new colleagues all played a role in how I matured. The times were reflective of that transformational change; the Vietnam War was happening, social change was all around us – the Pill, equal pay for equal work, universal health care, free university education, the ending of the Vietnam War and the end of conscription, to name a few.
It was an exciting time to be involved. I really value the life experience I gained during that part of my life”.
 
Had a pathway other than teaching
 
Remained teachers


Chapter 8 – Students later years
Mostly the student experience focuses on the inaugural years of MLTC. However, the Education Department lost jurisdiction over Mt Lawley in 1974, and the college was rebranded as Mt Lawley College of Advanced Education, which eventuated in Edith Cowan University in 1991. These are the stories of those who attended in the changing times after MLTC disappeared.
Peter Blake 1974-76:
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	Photo: Peter Blake



Peter Blake:
“After the Vietnam War the Military was having difficulty recruiting, especially professionals (doctors, lawyers, dentists and teachers). Apparently, Navy Office thought it would be a good idea to train sailors they already had and so a new branch was created – “Academic Instructor’ as distinct from “Instructor Officer”. Originally conducted at Frankston Teachers College in Victoria for the 2yr Trained Primary Teachers Certificate the scheme relocated to Mount Lawley Teachers College for the 3yr Diploma of Teaching in 1971.
The MLTC co-ordinator and mentor at the time was Dick Lamb, who was himself an ex-sailor. It was anticipated AI’s would teach Junior Recruits at HMAS Leeuwin in Fremantle. Most of us were Vietnam Veterans and of various seniority which provided an example to the young men at Leeuwin.
The first intake of AI’s was in 1972 and then the program continued until 1979 with four sailors each intake. Entry to the scheme required four Yr 12 subjects (which I undertook via night school 1972-73 in Frankston whilst posted to HMAS Cerberus) for those who hadn’t achieved Yr 12 on initial recruitment into the Navy. AI’s attended MLTC full time but on campus holidays taught at Leeuwin. As Leading Seamen and Petty Officers (depending on rank at transfer) we were employed for usual Naval duties (the attached shows me as a senior Petty Officer as part of a Royal Guard of Junior Recruits on parade at Perth Airport to farewell the Governor General, Sir John Kerr, on route to his new appointment in Paris).
As time passed and our numbers increased AI’s were posted to other training establishments around Australia – I was posted to the Royal Australian Navy School of Training Technology (RANSTT) as an instructor on the Instructor Training Course. Some AI’s completed their BEd. and went on to become Instructor Officers and extended their careers in the Navy. Others “paid off” to pursue teaching or other careers in civilian life. After discharge I combined my trade background (I originally joined as an apprentice) and teaching qualification to eventually become HOD of Manual Arts at Guildford Grammar School.
Whilst at MLTC we participated in many facets of college life (I played volleyball under Phys Ed. lecturer Rod Ellis at Inter Collegiate Games and with the WA Volleyball Assoc. We were not the run-of-the- mill mature age students with our short hair and I am not aware of any of us who regretted our MLTC experience. Many of us were of similar age to many of the lecturers but out of respect I always called them Mr, Mrs or Miss. I hope this gives some insight into what was an interesting albeit short lived scheme that offered those so inclined an opportunity to gain a valuable qualification and life experience – I wouldn’t have missed it for quids”!
Norman Hammond:
“Commencement in teaching in 1980, the year of my Graduation, was incredibly satisfying with an excellent class of 35 children. Upon completing that year and transferring to Kojonup District High School as Agricultural Teacher (secondary), 10 of my Year 5 former students visited for a weekend. This set the stage for close links with students and ex-students for the next 37 years.
Moving into primary teacher also at Kojonup (due to permanency needs), I had Year 3 in the morning and Years 9-10 Agricultural Studies in the afternoon. Transferring after 3 years, to Karratha SHS as the Youth Education Officer, this was the most enlightening time thus far, with a radio program, intense team events and many informal events for the next 3 years. Karratha changed my life’s extra-curricular direction. Then, the next transfer was Lesmurdie SHS as Youth Education Officer, followed by Primary teaching at Falls Road Primary School in Lesmurdie. My last transfer was to Kelmscott SHS as the Primary Agricultural Awareness Coordinator with over 3000 visiting children to our school farm annually, for 25 years.
This role enabled flexibility in my activities, with 3 Canadian conferences, 4 eastern-state conferences, 2 snowfield excursions, a temporary management position both at Point Peron Camp School and Merredin Residential College.
I was able to have time-out, driving for the 2000 Olympic Torch Relay (100 days), the 2006 Melbourne Queens Baton (50 days) and the 2018 Gold Coast Queens Baton Relay (70 days)- in 2000, I had the honour of being a torch-bearer, as also was the case in 2018 with the Queens Baton, in recognition for continued community service. (This service included a gardening service for 8 years, a Red Cross Soup van stint monthly for 9 years, and a food pickup weekly (from Bakers Delight) for 8 years).
Highlights within the 38 years were the 30+ leadership camps, many gruelling team events in the Pilbara (Black Rock Stakes: 17 teams over 25 years, most involving 5 days away and bus-travel of 4000 kms), Kalgoorlie and South-west areas, as well as long-distance Drug-Free Lifestyle Runs (coordinating these 670/553/398 km runs).
I have found much satisfaction, in linking many of these events with students and ex-students, seeing the lasting rapport and the maturing development of these individuals. Certainly, my teaching roles were paramount, and I am very appreciative of the start of this adventure, upon graduating from Mount Lawley College of Advanced Education”.


Chapter 9 – Conclusion and acknowledgements
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